E732

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR
2012

SPEECH OF

HON. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, JR.

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H. Con. Res. 34) estab-
lishing the budget for the United States Gov-
ernment for fiscal year 2012 and setting forth
appropriate budgetary levels for fiscal years
2013 through 2021:

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Chair, there is
no doubt in the mind of anyone in this Cham-
ber that America is the greatest country the
world has ever known. America has the most
innovative people and continues to be a lure
to others seeking greater opportunities and a
better and brighter life in the largest and most
spectacular economy in the world.

I'm sure many of us know the story of
something else that was considered to be the
largest and most spectacular thing the world
has ever seen. It was considered to be
UNSINKABLE. While there has been a lot of
talk about America’s “Sputnik moment,” | think
we should be as focused on the possibility of
facing America’s TITANIC moment, today
being the 99th anniversary of the sinking of
the Titanic.

It may be a coincidence that we are debat-
ing America’s future on this anniversary How-
ever, we must keep this disaster in mind as
we debate America’s fiscal future, Mr. Chair,
because unsinkable ships do sink! If we do
not pass Chairman RYAN’s budget then Amer-
ica will continue down a path that will sink the
most vibrant economy that has served as a
beacon for people looking for a brighter future.

IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF
JAMES KEGYES ON HIS OFFER
OF APPOINTMENT TO ATTEND
THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
ACADEMY

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 15, 2011

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my great
pleasure to pay special tribute to an out-
standing young man from Ohio’s Fifth Con-
gressional District. | am happy to announce
that James Kegyes of Greenwich, Ohio has
been offered an appointment to attend the
United States Air Force Academy in Colorado
Springs, Colorado.

James brings an enormous amount of lead-
ership, service, and dedication to the incoming
Class of 2015. He is the recipient of a Falcon
Foundation Scholarship and recently grad-
uated from the Northwestern Preparatory
School in Santa Barbara, California. James is
an active member of Ripley Church and spent
many of the past years participating in the
church’s youth group. He subsequently was
employed as a member of the church’s staff
where he was responsible for audio and tech-
nical support.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating James Kegyes on the ac-
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ceptance of his appointment to the United
States Air Force Academy where he will gain
a world-class education and invaluable leader-
ship experience. | am positive that James will
excel during his career at the Air Force Acad-
emy, and | ask my colleagues to join me in
extending their best wishes to him as he be-
gins his service to the nation.

GAINES WYLIE SHULTS TRIBUTE

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 15, 2011

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Gaines Wylie Shults of Mosca, Col-
orado. Mr. Shults owned and operated a num-
ber of small businesses in Texas and Colo-
rado and was one of the founding members of
the National Rifle Association.

Mr. Shults was born and raised in Rising
Star, Texas, before eventually deciding to join
the Texas National Guard. He had a zest for
flying and took every opportunity to do so dur-
ing his service. After the bombing of Pearl
Harbor he was transferred to the Navy as a
flight instructor, where his efforts contributed
to our country’s victory in the Pacific Theater.

Mr. Shults’ love of flying brought him to Col-
orado, where he eventually ran the Alamosa
Airport. On his way he founded Silver State
Aviation, a crop dusting and charter business.
It was a natural outlet for his skills in aviation
and knowledge of agriculture.

His career pursuits were not limited to avia-
tion, however. Mr. Shults had a talent for
ranching and operated Broken Heart Land and
Cattle Company for several years. He loved
the outdoors and spent as much free time as
possible hunting, fishing and flying.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize
Gaines Shults today. He was a veteran, entre-
preneur and leader. There is no doubt his leg-
acy will continue to impact rural Colorado.

——————

A TRIBUTE TO RAMON C.
CORTINES, SUPERINTENDENT OF
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL
DISTRICT

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 15, 2011

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr Speaker, | rise today to
honor Ramon C. Cortines for his lengthy and
distinguished career as an educator. Mr.
Cortines will be retiring shortly as the Super-
intendent of the Los Angeles Unified School
District. His tenure as Superintendent of the
LAUSD has capped off a 55-year career in
education that has taken Mr. Cortines to
schools all across the country and has dem-
onstrated his passion for both education and
public service. His dedication to our Nation’s
children is admirable, and | stand today to
commend his service as a teacher, mentor,
administrator and advocate.

The breadth of Mr. Cortines’ experience in
education is impressive. His work both in and
out of the classroom has focused on improv-
ing education in this country. As an adminis-
trator and public servant at the State and Fed-
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eral levels, Mr. Cortines used the perspective
he gained in the classroom to address the
educational challenges this country faces from
a big-picture perspective.

While Mr. Cortines has worked for schools
all across the country, he spent a considerable
portion of his career in California. He started
in 1956 as a teacher in Aptos, California and
went on to hold numerous positions in schools
and districts across the State. This service in-
cluded time as superintendent in Pasadena,
San Jose, San Francisco and finally Los An-
geles.

Mr. Cortines has also lent his expertise to
many taskforces and governmental agencies.
He worked at both the State and Federal lev-
els on education policy, as well as for many
non-profit foundations dedicated to improving
education. Mr. Cortines has also held numer-
ous positions in academia at Universities
across the country, sharing his expansive
knowledge with the next generation of edu-
cators and policy makers.

| ask all Members to join me in honoring
Ramon C. Cortines for his exceptional service
to the community.

——

HONORING NANCY KURK, THE DE-
PARTMENT PRESIDENT OF THE
AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
DEPARTMENT OF NEW YORK

HON. TOM REED

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 15, 2011

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Nancy Kurk, who is the Department
President of the American Legion Auxiliary
Department of New York. Department Presi-
dent Kurk is currently serving as the Depart-
ment President for the 2010-2011 term.
Nancy has selflessly served the American Le-
gion Auxiliary and her community for over 30
years.

As Department President, one of her main
initiatives is the “Hats Off to Homeless Vet-
erans,” which is expected to raise $50,000. All
the money raised during this endeavor will ei-
ther be designated to a specific shelter by the
donor or, if unspecified, will be donated to the
Zion House, a shelter for homeless female
veterans from all across New York.

Raising funds for homeless veterans is only
the latest in a long line of accomplishments for
Department President Kurk. For over 30 years
she has demonstrated commendable service
and dedication towards the American Legion
Auxiliary and has devoted her time to numer-
ous hours of volunteer service to helping our
Veterans. In fact, during the current term, she
has visited all 62 counties in the State of New
York in support of American Legion Auxiliary
activities.

Department President Kurk is a 34-year
member of the Robson-Savage Unit No. 546
and also currently serves Yates County as
Legislative and Past President’s Parley Chair-
man. Among her many notable achievements,
Department President Kurk has served twice
as Field Day Chairman at the Canandaigua
VAMC. Additionally, she has also serviced the
American Legion Auxiliary Department as
VAVS Deputy and Poppy Supervisor at the
Canandaigua Veterans Affairs Medical Center.

Nancy is also an Independent Living Skills
Trainer with Sibley Nursing Personnel, Inc.,
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